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Introduction
This year, 2015, marks the fortieth anniversary or thereabouts of the Spinney
Light Railway. I say thereabouts because the railway as we know it came into
being over several years as is recounted below and we cannot establish a single
date.
We are holding a 40 year Anniversary Day during the year and hope that we can
get as many people as we can who have had some connection with the railway.
Since we took over the house and railway in 2000, the SLR is maintained and
operated by a group of ‘Friends’.
The following material has been drawn together by one of our ‘Friends’ from a
number of sources in an attempt to capture and chronicle the key developments
that have resulted in the railway we have today.
If anyone reading this has any knowledge, photographs or anecdotes of the
railway to add to this history, or if you have visited in the past and would like see
the railway in its current form, we would be very glad to hear from you.
An e-mail to enquiries@spinneylightrailway.co.uk would start the ball rolling.

Alan & June Ainslie
February 2015
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The Very Beginning
Conception and Construction
The railway was started in 1973 by Joseph Ballantine Dykes, who then owned
the house. Tradition has it that after the reception for his daughter's wedding
on the 15th September Joseph and a friend pegged out a first outline of the layout. His daughter has recently confirmed that the pegs were in place at the wedding, but work could not start until the following day after the marquees had
been cleared away!
Cromar White, supervised by one of the firm's directors, Roland White who became one of the original railway team, undertook the overall management, surveying, design and supply of the railway equipment. Clearly some surveying and
pegging out had been done by 26th July 1973, and track and locomotives had
been removed from Rickmansworth for use at Spinney according to Cromar
White’s invoice (1), so perhaps the anecdote has gained something in the telling.

1 - Cromar White first recorded invoice - 26th July 1973

A proposal for locomotives and rolling stock was also included in the July 1973
quote and can be found in the Locomotives & Rolling Stock section.
3

The Spinney site is far from flat and level and required major earthworks to construct two tunnels at the south end and use the spoil to create embankments at
the north. Joseph was a civil engineer by training and those skills were to the
fore in the construction – it may have been too daunting for a lesser person. The
earthworks were undertaken by a local contractor, Herbert Pharo, in early 1974
(2).

2 - Invoice for the earthworks

Tunnel construction was in the hands of another local company, Astolat
Nurseries Limited, whose proposal (3) gives some insight into the construction.
From this it appears that construction probably started towards the end of 1973.
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3 - Tunnel Construction Proposal
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4 - Cromar White’s Design for the Tunnel Portals

5 – Tunnel Construction

The construction is described in the book ‘Cromar White Ltd : Miniature Railway
Engineers’ by Roland F. White.
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The Original Route
Diagram (6) from the Spinney archives is believed to be the first recorded layout
of the railway.

6 - Original Layout – 1974 – the first on record
As built, the railway had the current layout from Dingly Dell through Baytree and
the circle through Spinney and the tunnels; except that Spinney station had a
dead-end bay platform and a through platform only on the up line, there was no
branch to Old Oak and there was a single line from Baytree station to Dingly Dell.
Two sidings were provided accessible from the engine shed.
The first part of the railway to open to operation in 1974 was the short section
between Baytree and Dingly Dell. The main line was not completed until 1975.

The First Modification – Dingly Dell
In January 1978, Cromar White made a proposal (7) to revise the layout at Dingly
Dell and double the track to Baytree Junction station.
It was proposed to install by the 1st May 1978. There’s no reason to think this
did not happen.
The new layout appears in the January 1979 diagram (8).
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8 - The 1979 layout
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7 - The 1979 Layout – including the Dingly Dell changes

The changes in (8) can be seen as the additional bay platform and engine release
track at Dingly Dell plus the doubling of the track to Baytree Junction station.
The pair of sidings originally accessible from the engine shed have been
converted to provide a second route from the engine shed. Other diagrams
show that the two tracks between Dingly Dell and the engine shed were
directional, keeping entry and exit movements separate.
This layout introduced Cromar White’s only 7¼” gauge single slip.
This 1979 layout shows Spinney station unchanged with the bay platform. It also
shows several more signals.

Spinney – the second change
Records of the change to Spinney station to replace the bay platform with a loop
are sparse, although there is reference to it by Roland White in a June 1980
document. It had clearly been done by 1981 as can be seen in picture (20) below.

The Old Oak Branch – the third change
A single line branch was added in 1982 which connected to the mainline at
Woodlands Junction and extended for 170 yards to a terminus at Old Oak.
The branch has to curve and fall quite steeply to pass under the main line on its
way to Old Oak which is some 6 feet lower than Dingly Dell. The steepest
gradient was 1 in 27 for some 150 feet from Woodlands Junction to the crossing
by the workshop after which it is comparatively level to Old Oak station. Pictures
(9) and (10) taken from Dingly Dell show the before and after views.

9 - HWMR Club visit 1981

10 - HWMR Club visit 1983
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The 1983 Layout

11 - The 1983 layout – updated for Spinney changes and building of Old Oak branch

This 1983 diagram (11) shows the Old Oak branch and the modified layout at
Spinney station, with most of the features we recognise today on the mainline
with the exception of the trailing crossover between Spinney platforms and the
tunnels, which is now facing to enable down trains leaving the tunnel to cross to
the loop platform. Some changes also to the sidings at Dingly Dell and Old Oak
stations. The three signal boxes at Dingly Dell, Baytree Junction and Spinney are
now shown, but not at Old Oak.
In many places the opportunity has been taken during relaying to ease some of
the gradients shown on this diagram, particularly the 1 in 27 at the upper end of
the Old Oak branch.

1984 layout
An undated track layout (12), but which can be assumed to be post c 1984,
shows Woodland Halt platform on the right hand side of the track on the way
up. It also shows the removal of a set of points on the engine shed road that
results in a single entry / exit track, but which provides a shunting neck for Dingly
Dell.
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12 - 1984 Layout – records the engine shed track changes

Woodlands Halt
We have no pictures of the platform at Woodlands Halt on the right side on the
way up.
Joseph BD’s notes refer to some locally-controlled signals that were provided to
stop down trains if members of the family were waiting to ride. It must have
been a challenge to stop on the way down on some occasions. It would have
been impossible to start away in the up direction with anything but a
featherweight train.
At some time a platform was built on the left hand on the way up, although this
was removed over the winter of 2012/13. Alan Ainslie’s aspiration is for it to be
reinstated slightly higher up the branch.
Picture (13) shows the platform still in existence in 2009 on the left hand side on
the way up and, in picture (14), the situation looking down the branch in 2015.
The platform in (13) was on the right opposite the hedge and the clear area on
the left beyond the hedge may have been the location of the original platform.
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13 - March 2009

14 - Spring 2015

Joseph Ballantyne Dykes’ description of the railway
Joseph’s handwritten notes, dated November 1987, appended at the back,
appears to be the basis for articles that appeared in some magazines and give a
good summary of the railway as conceived and constructed, including the
extension to Old Oak.
These give an interesting description of the railway including how Joseph
intended it to be operated.
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Recent Developments
When Joseph died in 1993 his wife Mary, together with her friend Joy, kept the
railway going but when Mary died in 1999 there was a real danger that the railway would close altogether. Prospective buyers of the house did not always see
a railway in the garden as an asset! That the railway still exists today owes much
to Hugh Ballantine Dykes who held out for a purchaser who was willing to keep
the railway. Myke Baigent did much to keep the railway running during this time.
In 2000 Alan Ainslie, his wife June and family bought the house, took on the
railway and instituted ‘The Friends of the Spinney Light Railway’ as the team
who run and maintain it. Since then the railway has entered a period of further
development, with more sophisticated signalling, relaying, re-grading and realigning of the main line and a new longer bridge over the widened road to the
bottom garden.
The current team of about twenty ‘Friends’ continue to be grateful to Alan and
his family for turning their house and garden into a railway once or twice a
month throughout the year.
In the not too distant past every running day began with a catalogue of defects
needing attention - signals and points not working, sleepers needing
replacement or track packing - whereas now the railway equipment is much
more reliable and it is rare to have any significant failures on a running day.
That’s not to say, of course, that there is not a never-ending list of things to be
done! Thanks to the Ainslies the Railway is going from strength to strength.

15 - Most of the Friends of the SLR - 2014
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Spinney Station
Picture (16) looking northwards from the tunnels shows Spinney soon after it
was built with the single platform serving the up main line and the dead-end
bay. Picture (17) from a similar viewpoint shows the current layout.
Looking south towards the tunnels, picture (18) clearly shows the dead end bay
platform and (19) shows the layout just after the track was re-sleepered and reballasted in winter 2009/10.
16 - mid 1970s as built

>

17 - Autumn 2014

19 - after the 2010 relaying

18 – mid 1970s as built (R White’s book)

The original trailing crossover can be seen in picture (20) with Joseph leaving
the tunnel on the Scot and carrying the token for the tunnels section.
Metropolitan Locomotive ‘Michael Faraday’, with Adrian A driving, can be seen
in picture (21) leaving the same tunnel in 2008 and taking what is now the
facing crossover to enter the loop platform.
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20 - HWMR Club 1981

21 - Metropolitan Locomotive ‘Michael
Faraday’ leaving the tunnel – 2008

The initial signalling arrangements at Spinney were limited with token working
through the tunnels and sufficient signalling to enable trains to be terminated
and locomotives run round. A track circuit was provided on the down line to
warn road users entering the property of an approaching train on the down line.
Until recent relaying there was still evidence of pulleys and rodding from the
days of mechanical operation.
Gradual development has resulted in all running lines being track circuited,
controlled points are electrically operated and more signalling added to increase
operating capacity.
The tunnels are now fitted with automatic colour light signals with a control to
prevent a train entering the first tunnel if there is a train ahead that does not
have a cleared route to exit into Spinney station.
Pictures (22) and (23) show the original signal control panel and (24), (25) and
(26) show the signal box in its recent form.
The bracket junction signal puts in an appearance in all the pictures.
Spinney is the operational centre of the railway and requires an experienced
signaller on busy days if trains are to be passed efficiently.

22 – Farnham 1982

23 - HWMRC visit 1981
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25 - 2014

26 -

24 - 2011

The block instrument for the section to Baytree Junction can be seen in (26) at
the far end, as it can in (22) and (24). Trains both coming from and going to
Baytree are belled on this instrument – it can lead to some interesting bell
exchanges!
To the right in (26), behind the signaller and his visitor, can just be seen the
electronic token instrument for the branch to Old Oak.
On the left hand side just out of sight, where the white cable can be seen, is the
monitor for the CCTV so the signaller can keep an eye on the main gate, as during
operations these are under his control. An intercom is also available for busy
days.
Spinney signalbox has a two tier, 19 lever power frame originally from
Manchester Mayfield. When removed it first went to the Greywood Central
Railway at Walton on Thames and when that Railway closed it was transferred
to the Great Cockcrow Railway at Chertsey. On removal from there it came to
Spinney to replace the original Cromar White garden railway lever frame.
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The Cutting

27 - mid 1970s as built

28 - 2014

29 - Alan S on the Scot - 2012

Apart from the relentless growth of moss and foliage there is very little change.
A major cut back of undergrowth occurred between 2012 and 2014.
The lineside telephone installed can be seen in picture (28).
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Baytree Junction
Baytree Junction is the point where the double track line to Dingly Dell leaves
the main loop in the down direction and joins it in the up direction. Picture (30)
shows a train running round the loop on its way back to Spinney station. The line
to Dingly Dell can be seen at the back of the triangle and the line from Dingly
Dell can just be seen in the bottom right hand corner of the picture.
The two signals seen in picture (30) protect the junction where the lines towards
Spinney converge and it is therefore important there is no confusion or
possibility of misreading by drivers. The signal for trains coming round the loop
has now been repositioned to the right hand side of the track. Picture (31) shows
Clan Line standing at this signal, which is just out of the picture to the left. A
visiting Britannia with a train from Dingly Dell can be seen joining the loop.
This is one location where the growth of the shrubbery has been a help in
preventing reading across to the wrong signal.

30 - HWMRC visit 1981

31 - 2009

32 - HWMRC visit 1981

33 - 2008

Picture (32) shows the line to Dingly Dell diverging towards the bottom right of
the picture whilst the train is heading round the mainline back towards Spinney
station. Shrubbery in the triangle in the foreground has now grown up but you
would not know from the more recent picture (33).
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The concrete crossing in the foreground of picture (30) was removed in 2005/06
when this section was relayed, and the curve towards Spinney eased.
Baytree Bridges

34 - Roland White’s book

35 -

36 - 2014
37 -

38 – winter 2007/08

39 – looking towards Baytree station - 2009

The bridges carry the lines from Dingly Dell to the main loop over the roadway
to the lower garden and therefore the bridges have to be easily removable for
access. The original Cromar White bridges, described by Roland White in his
book, can be seen in (34) and (35).

23

One wall was partially rebuilt as can be seen in (36) to widen the roadway. This
required a longer bridge for the up line. The new bridge, built in 2002/03, is none
the less fairly heavy and a four-man lift.
The down line bridge, picture (37 & 38), was rebuilt in 2007/08 with aluminium
sides on the original deck. This can be lifted out by two people. As Roland White
observes in his book, the safety of this bridge depends on the integrity of the
tension bar underneath!

Baytree Junction Station
Baytree Junction is the focal point of the railway where visitors tend to gather
when they arrive.
Picture (40) is perhaps the earliest that we have and shows original engine
George the Fifth and Baytree Station as it was until 1978, with the single line to
Dingly Dell in the bottom right hand corner.

40 - our earliest picture? - 1978

41 - 2010

42 - 2010

Picture (41), from a similar view point as (40), shows a pair of Holmsides pausing
for water. The platform end gained a ramp, presumably at the same time as the
double tracking. The lever frame in Baytree Junction signalbox (42) is the original
Cromar White 19 lever garden frame.
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The block section instrument for the section to Spinney can be seen at the far
end of picture, whilst that for the section to Dingly Dell is front right.

43 –

44 – 2009

The box was re-wired over a number of winters and finally completed in
2012/13.
Baytree is a traditional location for trains to gather during the customary break
for tea – as was the case (44) showing this combination of resident and visiting
engines in 2009.
Dingly Dell

46 - 2011

45 -

The Dingly Dell outer home signal is shown at clear in picture (45) with the inner
homes on the gantry in the distance. This arrangement was not operationally
convenient as a train held at the gantry effectively stopped all other movements.
It survived until the relaying of Dingly Dell station and approaches over the
winter of 2010/11 when the gantry was rebuilt and relocated to the former
outer home position (46).
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As part of the relaying the track level was raised by 50mm and all the point
machines replaced. The trailing crossover was repositioned approximately 1
meter towards the signal box.
As already mentioned, Dingly Dell features the only 7¼” single slip manufactured
by Cromar White (47). Re-sleepering and track-circuiting it presented a
particular challenge.

47 – The single slip - relaying 2010/11

49 – 2009 – featuring the new water
column

48 – 2011 – the finished job

50 - 2008

Bob T, the regular Dingly Dell signalman and mastermind behind the rewiring of
the box, as well as being our telephones expert, can be seen with the lever frame
made by the Ballantyne Dykes (50).

The Engine Shed
The engine shed is an original feature with four 32’ raised tracks.
The layout outside has not changed between picture (51) from 1970s and
picture (52) from 2011, but there are a few things to note. The original water
tank has been changed for a larger cylinder, although the water arrangements
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for the railway are the same. Rain water from this tank is pumped to the water
tower seen in (54), from where it is gravity fed to the tank at Dingly Dell and the
water point at Old Oak.
The bay tree that can be seen on the right of pictures (53) and (54) was
propagated from a cutting by Joseph and became an iconic feature of the railway
much loved by Joseph’s wife Mary. Unfortunately it gradually encroached on the
nearest tracks and was severely cut back for the remodelling of the shed
approach tracks in 2013/14, shown in picture (56). It has not given up, however,
and will surely take over again in time.

51 – 1970s

52 – 2011

53 – c 1985

54 -

55 - 2014

56 - 2014
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The key features of the remodelling work were changes to the pointwork to ease
curves on two of the tracks and to construct a pit immediately outside the shed
doors, as can be seen in picture (55). It was not possible to access the fourth
road with a reasonable track curvature and so this is accessed by a new traverser
from track three.
Picture (57) could well have been taken at the same time as (40) above, it
certainly is one of the earliest. The points on the right show the layout with
separate entrance and exit tracks. The 2014 picture (58) shows the retaining wall
extended from the water tower some years ago, and it was extended further
toward Dingly Dell in during relaying in the winter of 2010/11.

57 -1970s

58 – 2014

Old Oak station

59 - US Article c 1983

61 – c 1985

60 - HWMRC visit 1983

62 – 2012
28

The view from the signal box (59), which featured in an article published in an
American journal following a visit, shows the original sidings as on the 1983
layout and picture (60) from the same year also shows the platform.
Close scrutiny of the yard on the left of picture (60) shows an additional track on
the left which probably leads to a locomotive loading bay, which can be seen on
the right hand side of pictures (69) and (70) below.
The red liveried locomotive seen is a fairly new Holmside, ‘Eileen Grant’, still an
SLR resident.
The point on the right of pictures (60) and (61) which provided a trap / spur
siding for the bay platform was taken out for use elsewhere in 2004. The
narrowing of the platform, where the point machine was previously located, was
inconvenient, even hazardous, for passengers and so was rebuilt when Old Oak
station area was relayed in the winter of 2011/12. The new arrangement can be
clearly seen in picture (62), with regular engine BR Standard 2 departing with a
freight.
Pictures (63) and (64) have been taken from more or less the same place. The
first shows the original layout whilst the second is taken after the 2011/12
relaying and shows the Royal Scot departing with members of the Ainslie
household.

63 -

64 - 2012

Spinney regular Tim (in the red jacket) is standing on the track to the loading bay
which does not feature in (63).
To get your bearings, the signal which controls exit from the sidings and engine
loop, is in the same location on both pictures. It is the semaphore on the left in
the early picture and the ground disc signal which can be seen right foreground
in picture (64).
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66 – 2015 - signals have been taken
in for the winter

65 – 2011

The un-relayed area to the left of picture (64) behind Tim is a potential site for
a new rolling stock shed. The relaying of Old Oak included a minor realignment
of the approach track to avoid tree roots, rebuilding of the concrete foot
crossing, extending of the head shunt and raising of the track in the station area
by 50 mm.
Old Oak has been well signalled from the outset as can be seen from the pictures
above. The running lines are track circuited and interlocked.

67 –
68 - >

The levers (67) were recovered, following the transfer of the Croydon area control to Three Bridges signalling centre on the same day as the 31 lever L frame
at South Croydon was recovered for use on the Great Cockcrow Railway. Due to
the small size of the Old Oak signal box there was not room to provide the full
30

depth to enable the original locking layout to be retained and the levers serve
as a switch panel driving a relay interlocking which uses, amongst other things,
some large point interlocking relays from the 1950s St Pancras installation.
The branch between Old Oak and Spinney is operated by No 12a electronic key
token instrument with a North Eastern Railway bell (68). Picture (69) shows
regular Old Oak signalman, David D, holding up the stool whilst a visiting
signaller hands the token to the driver.

70 - 2011

69 – Departing Old Oak – 2014

The extended head shunt can be seen in front of David and the track to the
loading bay behind him and can be compared with pre-relaying picture (70).
Ballast has been delivered ready for the job to come.
The bridge over the branch
The bridge over the branch originally had a deck of railway sleepers carried on
block abutments. The sleepers were rotting badly and so the bridge was
replaced in the winter of 2007/08. Two rows of bricks were added to the walls
and shallower reinforced concrete beams used for the decking.

71 – rebuilding winter 2007/08

72 – 2008 - BR Standard 2 with Shaun H
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73 - 2008 – Holmside ‘Karen’ with
Alan S
74 – Five years later, relaying the
branch taking advantage of the
increased headroom >

Raising the bridge decking enabled the branch rail level to be raised by some 200
mm and so ease the gradient, which was done some years later in 2012/13.
The bridge is now just waiting for its railings, which should be fitted during 2015.

Locomotives & Rolling Stock
The Originals
The locomotives and rolling stock dating from the start of operations are listed
in Cromar White’s original proposal of 26th July 1973 (77).
The Hunslet 0-4-0 narrow gauge engine (75) was named Emily after Joseph’s
granddaughter and passed to Myke Baigent in 2000. It is still with Myke
awaiting a new boiler and has not been seen for many years.
The coach built by Roland White in 1979 is picture (76) – would that have been
similar to the Directors’ Saloon, which is no longer at the Spinney?
The three LMS Coaches seen in the early pictures (40) and (57) are also no
longer at the Spinney.

(76) - 1979

(75) – 1981 – HWMRC visit
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77 - Cromar White Quotation for locomotives and rolling stock, July 1973

Apart from those mentioned above these are still part of the Spinney fleet as
described below.
LNWR 4-4-0 George the Fifth Class No 2663 ‘George the Fifth’

(79) -

(78) – 1976

‘George the Fifth’ was a Spinney engine from the start and remains stabled here
to this day. Cromar White moved it from Rickmansworth, overhauled and re33

boilered it in their workshop and delivered it to Spinney as part of the 1973 job.
Picture (79) shows it with its current owner, Hugh Ballantyne Dykes.
The prototype George the Fifth Class of locomotives were to Charles BowenCooke’s design and a total of 90 were built between 1910 and 1915.
LMS 4-6-0 Royal Scot class, No 6109, ‘Royal Engineer’
The Royal Scot was also a Spinney engine from the start originating from
Rickmansworth and overhauled by Cromar White. Pictures (80) and (81)
represent the full-size 6109 as built at the North British Locomotive Company in
1927 without smoke deflectors, with the small Fowler tender and LMS lined red
livery.

80 – 1981
81 – Spring 2011

82 – with owner David G - 2008

83 - 2014
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Pictures (82) and (83) show the Scot in its current form, with black livery, smoke
deflectors and large tender.
LMS Stanier 8F, 2-8-0 : No 8200
The Stanier 8F is also a long term member of the Spinney, since 1983, except for
a spell in the ownership of Brian Heard when it resided at the Great Cockrow
Railway. It is currently out of use awaiting a new boiler.

84 – 1983 – HWMRC visit

85 – 1983 – HWMRC visit

Picture (84) shows 8200 in Platform 3 at Dingly Dell. The tree in the platform at
Dingly Dell is evident. The stump was removed during relaying. Interestingly
there is no sight of the bay platform track or engine road although this is clearly
after 1982 as the Old Oak Signal Box can be glimpsed in the background.

More recent acquisitions
King Jack
King Jack, a 2-6-2 in the SR Maunsell style, was acquired by the Ainslies soon
after moving in and shown here (86) with some of the family members and with
Jamie H in (87).

86 -

87
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GWR 4-6-0 King Class loco ‘King Edward II’

< 88 – 2013

New acquisition in 2007 GWR King Class (88) on a trial run following re-gauging
from 7½” to 7¼” and other work.

Other Regular Engines
These engines belong to various Friends and a selection of them make
appearances on running days from May (or thereabouts depending on when the
winter work is finished) to November each year.

89 – Kate

90 – BR Standard 2 and Holmsides Karen &
Eileen Grant - 2010

91 – BR Standard 2, 2-6-0, 78054 and
LMS Stanier Black 5, 4-8-0, 45482

92 – SR Bulleid Rebuilt Merchant Navy,
4-6-2, 35028 ‘Clan Line’
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93 – Freelance ‘L94’ in Met livery with
Heather driving

94 –BR Class 20 1000 HP Bo-Bo with
owner Mick C in the driving seat

95 – GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Tank with
owner Dave M driving

96 – GWR 4-4-0 with owner Richard S

< 97 -

The 0-4-0 Battery Electric & Narrow Gauge Freight Stock

99 – 2010

98 – 1975
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99 - 2010

100 - Cromar White advert from
Roland White’s book

101 – 2004

What we refer to as the narrow gauge freight stock is mainly used for
maintenance about the railway as can be seen particularly in picture (101) with
wagons alongside the new ballast store that was constructed near the gates by
Woodlands Junction in the winter of 2003/04.
One of the four wheel open wagons, seen behind the engine in (99) was
overhauled by Tom Z in 2009/10, otherwise they are pretty much work-worn
and in need of attention.
The battery locomotive (98) and (99) is also in need of an overhaul. This is an
example of what Cromar White describe as a 4WBE ‘Jung Design, battery
electric, both axles driven’ and was given their works number E7038.

Passenger Stock
The SLR has four Cromar White sit-in vacuum-braked coaches. They can be seen
in their original livery in (102). Mick C took charge of refurbishment and they
were repainted in SLR green in 2006, and two coaches received a new SLR logo
as can be seen in (103).
Cushions were re-upholstered in green in 2008.
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We have an anecdote from Ian Hatton, whose father, Ray, was a craftsman at
Cromar White who built many of the vehicles, that a derailment in the tunnel in
the early days resulted in cuts and bruises and Ray suffered a broken watch!
Ian’s tells that his mother made seat cushions for the Cromar White coaches, so
she could well have made ours.

102 – 1983 - HWMRC visit

103 - 2009

104 – 2014

105 – Outside Spinney signal box in 2010 –
without roof, so in use as driving truck

We also have two pairs of Aristocraft coaches in LMS Maroon livery (104) and
an LMS 6-wheel which can be used as a driving truck (105).

Standard Gauge Freight Stock

106 – HWMRC visit – 1983

107 – 2013
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108 – Freight Day 2013

109 – 2013

In the 1983 picture of Joseph driving the Stanier 8F (106), an LMS grey guards
van can be seen behind the tender and a bogie well wagon behind that. These
two vehicles are still running and can be seen in the freight train approaching
Old Oak in (107), refurbished in 2009 and 2005 respectively.
A variety of freight wagons visit from time to time, as can be seen in (108) and
(109). Picture (108) also shows the SLR bauxite guard’s van refurbished in 2004.

Operations
Diagram (109) is one of Joseph’s operating plans showing the block sections and
the rostered trains and is based on the original track layout.
Operating four trains with this layout and with limited signalling was no mean
achievement.
With the recent modifications the railway has a capacity limited by the number
of trains that can be passed by Spinney signal box. On Charity Days and other
special events when we have up to 200 visitors we have run what we believe is
the practical limit of five passenger trains plus a driver experience resulting in
around 50 trains passing Spinney signal box per hour.
We do not use plans in that format now, but we do careful planning for special
days to ensure there is adequate traction and brake power and adhesion to haul
heavy trains particularly on the Old Oak branch.
This can only be achieved with experienced signallers and drivers and reliable
equipment.
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109 - An early operating diagram

Rule Book
Joseph had a Rule Book, running to fifty pages, which was used for many years,
but was eventually re-written in a simpler form in 2010.
The principles of Joseph’s attention to detail to ensure everybody’s safety have
been retained and has been supplemented by a system of Guidance Notes to
educate newcomers (and some old hands!) and documentation to comply with
modern safety requirements.
Some important people
Finally some people who have major influences on the railway.
First, of course there has to be Joseph without whom none of this would have
happened and many hours of pleasure to many, many people would have been
denied. Picture (110) shows him driving into an early Dingly Dell station
Hugh Ballantyne Dykes, son of Joseph, with Joy Brice who was part of the family
when they lived at The Spinney. Both are still occasional visitors (111). Hugh was
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instrumental in ensuring that the new owners would keep the railway in
operation.

110 – c 1976

111 – 2014 – Hugh BD and Joy Brice

112 – Myke & Marian Baigent - 2014

113 - June & Alan Ainslie - 2014

As has already been said, Myke Baigent was responsible for many aspects of the
Spinney Light Railway from the electrics through to the water system and was
also largely responsible for keeping the railway going after Joseph’s death until
the Ainslies took over. Sadly he is unable to play an active role now, but still puts
in the occasional appearance is in (112).
Finally, June and Alan Ainslie, pictured here (113) on a Spinney Friends outing
on the Mid Hants Railway Real Ale Train in 2014. They have been responsible for
giving the SLR a new lease of life and allowing continual invasion of their garden
by Friends and visitors – not to mention providing tea, first aid, etc as needed!
Who knows what the next 40 years will bring!
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Current Layout

114 – The current layout (2014) showing all signals and the area of control of each
signal box

References & Acknowledgements
 Spinney Archive of Joseph BD’s original documents
 Adrian Sant collection of Cromar White pictures
 High Wycombe Model Railway Club visits of 1981 and 1983
 Cover of Camden magazine Spring 2011


‘Cromar White Ltd : Miniature Railway Engineers’ by Roland F. White.
(ISBN 0-9517147-0-8)

 An unidentified US article from c 1983
All other pictures were taken by current Friends of the SLR.
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