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33 OUT OF 40
Graham Toovey
El Presidente

Sorry I missed getting into the 40th
anniversary edition of The Flyer, I hope
Mark will not mind putting this in the next
edition.  Being as though it was me that
brought it to the club’s attention at the
A.G.M I thought I had better write
something for The Flyer.

I joined the club in 1978 and took over as
Secretary from Pete Hudson in 1981 and
helped build the British N gauge layout,
although I modelled American N scale,
which we took to quite a few exhibitions
over the years.

I am afraid Ron’s memory is playing tricks
on him as Ernie Wise was photographed
on the layout at an exhibition at Bourne
End run by The Marlow & Maidenhead
Passenger Association.

Some of the other members I remember
were Dave Kent, Stu Smith (USAF), Doug
Aukland, Paul Eggerton, Pete & Karen Ely
(our Canadian member), my old mate Will
Fraser, Ken Alston, Ken Brennan, Jason
Dickie, Brain Daniels, Tony Hall, Graham
Petts, Gordon White, Michael York, Peter
Mulvany and, last but certainly not least,
Aud & Dave Munro.  All these names –
that’s what comes of being Secretary for
so long.

I was exhibition manager all the time we
were at the Town Hall and then the 2
years at The College.  I thought I had got
out of it when we went to The Reggie
Goves Centre.  Then as you read earlier
the two Dave’s conned me back into it.  I
was taught how to organise an exhibition
by Pete Hudson, he was a great Exhibition
Manager.

Ron North, Hillingdon Court. The previous
00 layout.

Well the club hummed and ahhhd for a
couple of years about a replacement so
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Will Fraser and I took into our own hands
to make a start, although neither of us
were 00 modellers.  The layout was
supported on trestles that had lengths of
4x2 on them to support the baseboards.
Well Will being a carpenter, we took the
4x2 to Will’s workshop and cut them up
into 2x1 on his bandsaw which gave them
the timber for the new baseboard frames.

The club then had no alternative but to
build a new layout so Hinton Parva was
born.

Well that’s all for now I hope you all have
a good time on the club trip,
unfortunately I cannot make it.  Pat and I
have just had a trip from Victoria to Bath
on The Orient Express Train pulled by Clan
Line for our 40th wedding anniversary
(paid for by daughters - must have got
something right) so that makes up for not
being able to go with the club.

A SCILLY TRIP TO LONDON
Simon Paley

After spending 2 weeks with family in the
sunshine on the Isles of Scilly, 28 miles off
the coast to the west of Lands End, Dad,
Mum and I arrive at Penzance station,
ready to catch the 14:00 First Great
Western (FGW) service to Paddington,
only to find a London Midland Class 153
‘Skateboard’ standing under the now
grimy overall roof. The unit is one of 2
hired in by FGW from London Midland to
cover for accident damaged units that
have been taken for repair. But our HST
set arrives into Platform 1, three minutes
early after already completing the 249
mile journey from the capital. Our set
comprises of Class 43 power cars No.
43168 and 43078 top and tailing the
standard 8-coach MK3 set. 

After a quick clean and crew change, our
train leaves right on time at 14:00,
accelerating past the now defunct and
rather derelict signal box.
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Pannier tank and a rake of gleaming
Chocolate and Cream coaches sit.

An 11-minute run brings us into Newton
Abbott at 16:41, having just lost a single
minute since departure, but this within
the required 5 minutes of Public
Performance Measure (or PPM). This
measure allows a train to be up to 5
minutes outside of the published
timetable (which is different to a working
timetable) before being declared officially
late.  The Departure from Newton Abbott
means that the famous stretch along the
seawall at Dawlish looms. On-lookers
watch our train from the footpath as we
skirt the River Exe estuary and dart in and
out of the short tunnels that make this
stretch of line so characteristic. But
Dawlish and Dawlish Warren stations are
passed in a flash, with our HST whisking
us along to Exeter. We pull into Exeter St.
David’s, where the bright pink and purple
of FGW’s ‘Dynamic Lines’ livery is broken
up by the vibrant blue, red and orange
worn by the Class 159’s of South West
Trains, which operate services to London
Waterloo from the station.

We accelerate away from Exeter for a fast
run to Tiverton Parkway for a brief stop
before continuing on to Taunton. As we
approach Taunton, we pass the recently
constructed triangle at the southern end
of the West Somerset Railway. To our
surprise, we spot the unique British
Railways 8P 4-6-2 Pacific No. 71000
‘Duke of Gloucester’ and its support
coach along with a Class 25 are standing
on the western spur of the triangle. We
draw in to Platform 5 at Taunton 17:32
after 3 and half hours of running but have
still only lost 1 minute on the publicised
timetable.

It is just three minutes before we are off
again; Taunton is our last stop before the
hub of Reading, meaning we have over
an hour of non-stop running.  Our driver
clearly knows this as we are racing along
the Kennet and Avon Cannel  with both
of the 2,250 horsepower MTU engines
singing at 125mph. This puts the
performance of the passing canal boats
alongside to shame, but it’s soon
forgotten as we enter the valley of the
White Horse, still speeding along at 125. 

We pass the sleeper stabling point and
the Penzance Heliport at Long Rock just 3
minutes out. We continue on to make
quick stops at St. Erth, the junction for the
St. Ives Branch, Cambourne and Redruth,
then a short run to the first major stop at
Truro 40 minutes after departing. With
the screech of a whistle we once again
accelerate to more stops at St. Austell, Par
and Bodmin Parkway, which is jointly
used by mainline trains and the Bodmin
and Wenford Railway which operates the
lines between Bodmin General, Bodmin
Parkway and Boscarne Junction.

We then run onto Liskeard to connect
with the service to Looe which departs
from Platform 3, which is at a right angle
to the mainline tracks.  Today the service
is in the hands of one of FGW’s Class
150/1 two-car DMU’s. We continue on
after the 5 minute stop, only to be slowed
to just over a crawl for one of the
landmarks on the line, the Royal Albert
Bridge, spanning the Tamar River which
signifies our entry from Cornwall into
Devon. Just 7 minutes up the line we pull
into Plymouth for a short crew and driver
change at 15:59, just under 2 hours from
Penzance. The town is one of FGW’s main
signing on points, others being at
Paddington, Bristol, Old Oak Common &
Penzance. Having admired the Cross
Country Voyager in the adjacent siding,
we move off, heading past the buildings
of Laira Depot, including the distinctive 2-
road carriage shed with its ‘wavy’ roof. 
The Depot complex is the main
maintenance point for First Great
Westerns fleet of HST Power Cars and
Trailers. A fairly spirited run follows to the
next call at Totnes. Only a few hundred
metres east of the station is the station for
the South Devon Railway, where a 



But today it was a more well-known
visitor, newly repainted A1 4-6-2 Pacific
No. 60163 ‘Tornado’, seen steaming into
the main shed.  There’s hardly any time to
admire her brand new BR Brunswick
Green livery as she is gone in a split
second. The HST is now at full power and
making good use of the 3 minute
recovery time we’ve been allowed
between Reading and Paddington.  

We pass a number of local trains as well
as one of Network Rail’s Multi-Purpose
Vehicles (MPV) that is used on
departmental duties and are rarely seen
working in daylight and a GBRF Class 66-
hauled Ballast Train working Acton
Mainline. Our speed is still at 125mph as
we pass Old Oak Common 22 minutes
after Reading. Only the modern buildings
used for maintenance of the FGW Class
166 & Class 57/6 fleets and the stabling
of FGW HST sets as well as the
maintenance of the Class 332 and 360
fleets that are used on the Heathrow
Express and Heathrow Connect services
respectively visible now. The older Great
Western Railway buildings, along with the
iconic turntables, were recently
demolished to make way for a new
‘transport hub’ that will connect the
GWML, Crossrail and in the future
possibly High Speed 2.

Our speed falls again for the approaches
into Paddington, passing the Royal Oak
Tube station on the Hammersmith and
City Line and then the Crossrail
construction site. We pull into Platform 4
of Paddington Station, where the Great
Western Paddington Station band greets
us with music on the station concourse.
Span 4 of Brunel’s magnificent overall
roof has recently been unveiled following
a £35 million restoration that was started
in 2009 by Network Rail. Until recently,
protective shuttering, that had been
installed to stop pieces of the roof falling
onto trains and passengers, had obscured
the view of it.

The valley’s namesake horse comes into
view, and I manage to take a quick snap
out of the window before it’s gone again.
Reading is getting closer as we pass
Newbury at 18:33, just under an hour
since leaving Taunton. Hungerford is
passed only a few minutes later, but soon
our driver brakes sharply down to at least
half our speed as Reading draws near. 

We slow even more as we past the
allotments near Reading West, it soon
becomes clear that we are going to lose
time and get checked in the Reading
West Area.  This becomes reality as we
enter the halt at Reading West, where a
Class 66-hauled Intermodal Train passes.
The term ‘Checked’ is a railway term for a
Red Aspect on a signal.  If you are
‘checked’ to a standstill, the Driver has to
climb down from the cab and contact the
signalman using the signal post
telephone. Several minutes pass before
we start moving again, but we can’t get
up to any sort of speed because of the
close proximity to Reading. We cross onto
the Great Western Main Line proper and
see another HST checked on the line to
Oxford. We crawl past the Stabling
sidings used by FGW’s Class 166 units
turning back at Reading before entering
the station itself.  It turns out we have lost
14 minutes now, 9 minutes over PPM due
to ‘congestion’ in the area.  Hopefully in
the years to come congestion will be a
thing of the past as Network Rail are
spending millions on re-signalling, laying
more lines and building 2 new platforms,
as well as the planned electrification due
to commence the end of this year and the
building of a new Depot to the West of
the station for the new HST
replacements, the IEP (Intercity Express
Project).

After the short 3 minute stop, we are
away sharpish to try to make up for lost
time, soon whizzing along at 125, with
Maidenhead passed in 8 minutes. We
rush through the station at Southall, the
area now known to rail enthusiasts to be
the second home base of West Coast
Railways, with Bittern (now as ‘Dominion
of New Zealand’), Britannia and Scots
Guardsman being based in the stabling

yard. 
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MY LIFE (1946-1960)
Andy Milne

My father originated from Aberdeen and
his mother, sister and a couple of my
cousins continued to live there.  In 1947
my grandma and my girl cousin came to
stay for 3 weeks during the summer, and
at the end of this time I went to Aberdeen
for 3 weeks.  We travelled by train.  I had
some ABC guides of numbers by Ian Allen
and had a wonderful time looking at
numerous A4 and A3 locos.  I think
names such as Kestrel, Seagull and
Gresley come to mind but I can’t be sure
now.  The Ian Allen books are lost and I
am not sure whether I saw certain locos
or perhaps saw photos of them
subsequently.  I do wish I had been more
observant then.

We arrived at Kings Cross in time to see
the station pilot bring the train into the
platform and we waited to watch the
train loco couple up and then we
boarded.  With much slipping and aided
by the station pilot, the train slowly pulled
out of the platform. The loco, still
slipping, as we went through
Copenhagen tunnels and gradually
accelerating.  We did the trip each year
for five years and the fare for me was £5.
We had breakfast, lunch, tea and dinner
in the dining car as we passed through
York with its complex crossover, the
bridge at Berwick and on to Edinburgh.
Part of the train continued forward to
Aberdeen passing over the Forth and Tay
bridges and along the line which hugged 

the spectacular coast with its coves and
beaches seemingly never ending.

Aberdeen had trams then and my cousin
and I rode the old 4-wheeled open-end
ones at every opportunity.  Sad to say
they have all gone now.  In 1953 I started
work in a paper mill in Dartford, Kent.  I
worked shifts and my leisure time was
quite boring so I took to going on the
train to London, mostly.  There were three
routes to London which ended variously
in Charing Cross, Cannon Street, London
Bridge, Waterloo or Holborn viaduct.  The
lines over Borough Market impressed me,
they were so complex.

The trains I travelled on were old SR
Electrics and less old Bulleid  Electrics and
a couple of 4 car Bulleid double decker
units, often coupled together to form an
8 car set.  These double deckers were not
a great success.  They were subject to
mechanical problems and they took too
long to load and unload passengers.  In
the London end of the journey I often saw
Bulleid Pacifics, usually un-rebuilt ones at
that time. 

My next job move was to Wooburn
Green, still with the same firm, I hasten to
add.  At Loudwater Station I helped the
crew to load Italian ferry wagons in the
sidings with rolls of paper bound for
Ferranti in Italy.

My next job (same firm) took me to
Sudbrook in Monmouthshire.  The mill
there had sidings and I helped to shunt
timber bolsters and tankers containing
chlorine using a Fordsen Major tractor
fitted with buffer beams.  Only once did
we have a small derailment of a timber
wagon (I was not involved).  This mill at
Sudbrook was sited there in order to
make use of the 14 million gallons of
water which were pumped from the
Severn Tunnel every day.  The Severn
Tunnel passed right underneath the mill.
At that time there were 7 pump houses,
one large and the rest smaller. 

One day I had a free afternoon so I went
to the office of the big pump station
which was quite nearby and asked if I
could look round.  They went and got the
boss, an old guy in a smart suit and
bowler hat, and he took me round.  Of
course there was a boiler house and the 
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usual paraphernalia but the pumping
engines were incredible.  There were two
beam pumps in there with beams about
100 ft long and these pumped up and
down almost silently, each stroke moving
tons of water.  Everything was painted in
Great Western chocolate and cream,
except the handrails which were highly
polished brass.  Everything in the whole
place, including the boiler house and
ancillary buildings, were spotlessly clean
and you could eat your food off the floor.

While I was at that mill I stayed at a pub
in Chepstow near the arch on the main
hill.  Also staying there were a couple of
Swedish engineers, their wives and also
some British engineers.  As we ate our
dinner one night other people came and
went then 3 or 4 guys walked in and I
glanced at them, then looked again as I
recognised an old school pal among
them.  Of course I got up from the table
and went over to meet him – it was my
old pal John Whale who was working on
a new railway bridge over the river Wye as
the old one was getting too weak. 

John of course was known to many of our
old members and his early demise is much
regretted by us all. Actually he was a
really nice guy.

On another sad subject I was out driving
along the road beside the river Wye one
day when I came across a gang of
workers who were busy lifting the track of
the Wye Valley line and carting it away on
lorries.  Very sad to see.

At this end of the decade courtship got a
bit serious and trains did not feature
much, but I do wish I had taken more
photos and made more notes of things –
too late now! ...
To be continued

SPINNEY TRIP 2011

It may seem a while ago, but due to the
special edition last month, we had no
coverage of this year’s trip to the Spinney
Light Railway.
The 16th of July dawned with a less than
auspicious start - the rain was pouring
down in the Wycombe area as those
members who had arranged to go

converged on the leafy Surrey suburb that

is the home of the Spinney.  However, 

right on cue, the rain ceased, and
although the sun could not be said to be
splitting the pavements, it was reasonable
enough to enjoy the railway and gardens
of the Spinney. 

The one downside of the weather was
that the rails were declared too slippery
for long trains to be run, so we where
limited to short, single rakes for most of
the day. This, combined with the
locomotive driving turns, which had no
passengers, meant that rides were not as
plentiful as in previous years. Also there
was not the array of visiting locos we have
become used to in previous years, but
none of this damped the enthusiasm of
the visiting members.

A number of members had driving trips
and signaling turns rostered for the
afternoon. This year, due to signal box
refurbishment we had use of the Spinney
and Old Oak boxes. These being
somewhat more complex than the normal
boxes used for training, it proved to be a
challenge for those of us who turned our
hands to it. 

All in all the day was very pleasant.  This
has now become a regular fixture on the
club calendar, and one which I am sure
we all thank Graham Machin for
organizing and Alan and all those at the
Spinney for making us feel so welcome.
The auctioning of the driver and signaling
turns, and the small fee for attendance
meant that we contributed just short of
£350 to the running of the Spinney this
year.

MINIATUR WUNDERLAND
Mark Riddoch

You would never describe this model
railway in Hamburg as a fine scale model.
What it is, however, is a very successful

visitor attraction and a very impressive 
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example of a large, highly interesting and
complex layout. Those of you who have
seen the James May Toy Stories programs
on model trains, will be aware of Miniatur
Wunderland. It is based in a wharfside
warehouse building on the Hamburg
riverfront, occupying 4 floors, although
only 2 have finished models currently. In
total the railway covers 4500 square
meters on these 2 floors, with the area
being divided up to represent different
countries of the world. The current areas
modeled include Germany, Switzerland,
Scandinavia and the United States.

The layouts make great use of non-
railway items.  Apart from the expected
scenic items of houses and stations etc.,
extensive use is made of the Faller road
system. In the American area there is a
building based on the 1920's Art Deco
buildings in Miami which starts to catch
fire. Lighting effects inside the building
and smoke units are used to simulate the
fire itself. Some distance away (in fact
from just outside Las Vegas!) a fire station
begins to come alive as fire engines turn
on sirens and blue flashing lights. These
then drive to the building that is on fire,
to be joined en route by ambulances.

Another cameo in the US area is a car flat
that pulls into a station.  Sometime later a
large van drives up to the station, pauses
and then proceeds to drive onto the car
flat. A minute or two later the train pulls
out, complete with its new load.

There is a large water tank that represents
a port area, covering an area of some 20
square metres.  It has boats floating in it
and an operator uses radio control to take
them into the dock side. A computerized
system, complete with a position
detection system capable of navigating
multiple ships through the tank, is nearing
completion. The level of the water in the
tank even goes up and down to simulate
the tides. One of the ships in the tank was
very familiar to us, being a model of the
Fred Olsen cruise ship Black Prince. At the
time we visited it was sitting in a floating
dry dock being repaired, however looking
at the video afterwards we saw that this
too is radio controlled.

In the Swiss area, one of the most
impressive features is a model that is 

loosely based on the Matterhorn. The
mountain is over 6 metres tall, spanning
two floors, and took over a ton of plaster
to model in HO. Trains, roads and cables
cars dissect the mountain.  The sheer scale
of the scene is hard to convey. You
descend down the rear of the mountain
to the lower floor, with various cameos
etc being visible as you do so. Buried in
the mountain is a train lift that can be
viewed from the stairs as you go down.
The train drives on at one level, stops, the
lift rises up to another level and the train
continues on its way. 

One of the most impressive and largest
features is the recently completed airport
- not a small regional one or a grass strip,
but an international airport complete with
terminal building, taxi ways, hangers and
a runway. The planes move around the
airport, using what looks like the Faller
road system.  They go one step further,
however, by taking off and landing. This
is done by having them taxi to the end of
the runway, using the Faller system, two
transparent rods then engage with the
underside of the plane and take it down
the runway, with the accompanying
sound effects. As the plane goes down
the runway the rods start to raise, first the
front to tip the 
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plane and then both of them to lift it off
the ground. A flap in the wall moves up or
down depending on the rate of climb of
the plane to accept the plane and take it
off stage. Landing, as they say, is the
reverse of taking off.

One of the other striking elements of the
layout was the large crowds of people
gathered in different places, whether it be
the football stadium, the rock festival or
one of the many street gatherings
depicted - they had certainly not skimped
on the HO population. However amongst
all the grandiose scale elements, there
was always a small cameo to be found or
simple little street scene. They had
managed to fill the vast area, but not so
much that it appeared as a caricature of a
real scene, but it was certainly no ghost
town either.

The layout regularly moves from day to
night, with the darkness spreading from
one end of the layout to the other. Having
multiple sets of lights, each a different
colour, which can each be dimmed, does
this. The lighting changes from daylight
(white), to an orange sunset, onto
nighttime (blue). The buildings and cars
on the layout are all lit, with the building
lights coming on in random patterns (or a
disco in one building, or a flickering
campfire elsewhere), so it all adds to the
nighttime illusion. 

As you can imagine such a complex layout
requires a complex control system. As you
enter the display area the first thing you
pass is a glass-fronted room with the
racks of computers that form the control
system.  There are a fair number of
machines required to run the layout plus a
mass of cabling on show. Within the
exhibition area itself you see the rows of
monitors and the 4 or 5 people sitting
there monitoring the control software
and CCTV system. It was good to see

some low-tech solutions as well, as one of
the operators produced a very long stick
to prod a reluctant loco stuck in the
middle of one part of the layout.

There was of course one universal truth,
something I am sure we are all familiar
with; the layout is unfinished!  They have
plans spread to more floors, eventually
filling four of them, and to include more
areas of the world, including Spain and
the UK in the near future. 

WYCRAIL 2011

Now that the summer holiday season is
drawing to a close and the exhibitions are
restarting, it is time to put some thought
towards our own exhibition. I have been
asked by Andrew to remind all members
to bring prizes for the Tombola by the
middle of September if possible. 

Bring & Buy 2011

The Bring & Buy stand will again be at its
new location, which operated very
successfully last year. We have

• more space
• more displays
• more selling points
• more security

So why not look in the loft, crawl through
the cupboards, select from the shelves,
feel down the back of the fiddle yard - sell
some stock and make some money for
yourself and the Club!

2011 forms

These are for listing goods for sale and
will be on the website very shortly: go to
http://www.hwdmrs.org.uk/B&B.htm
Terms and conditions are also on the site.

Club Cut

The Club benefits by taking 10% of all
sales made for current club members  (still
held at 1999 rate!),
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on the Missenden Modellers website and
is raised as a feature of the week
whenever you hear it promoted.

Hinton Parva will be at The Railway
Enthusiast’s Club (REC) exhibition at
Woking Leisure Centre on Saturday 11th
and Sunday 12th of September.

Unfortunately, due to pressure of work,
Roger Noble has had to stand down as
project leader for the Oxford layout. An
EGM was held in the clubroom and Stan
Chandler was elected as the new project
leader.  The occasion of an EGM was also
used to allow a status update to take
place and for Harry to give an illuminating
talk on prototypical operations within
Oxford station during the period being
modelled.

September sees the 50th anniversary of
the GWS. There will be special events on
the weekends of the 11th, 12th & 17th,
18th of September. Didcot has also
recently taken delivery of the unique Gas
Turbine, No. 18000.
Marlow Museum in Court Garden, is
currently holding a special railway themed
event to celebrate the Marlow Donkey.

ROUND UP TIME

A little bit of a holiday theme to this
month’s issue, which is predictable in
August. Despite the holidays, progress
can be seen on a number of projects
around the clubroom.
Woodworking has progressed on both
the new O and OO layouts. The scenery
on Prospect Point has started to take
shape and progress has been made on
Italdo as well – as those of us that where
in the clubroom a few Wednesdays ago
will testify when the spraying taking place
threatened to asphyxiate us all!

CONTRIBUTIONS

Please send your articles for the October
issue to the editor by the 24th of
September. Submissions may be either
electronically sent or in paper form. Please
attach photographs separately if
possible..
Editor: Mark Riddoch
Mark.Riddoch@cobbles.demon.co.uk 
Design:Graham R “Muz” Muspratt
Website:http://www.wycombe-flyer.org.uk/

12.5% of all sales made for non-members
(prior arrangement only).

Questions?

Contact Roger roger.tatton@gmail.com

LETTERS

Hi Mark and all at HW&DMRS
Congratulations to all at the High
Wycombe & District MRS on their 40th
birthday. I have many memories of the
club and have been in attendance at
many of your exhibitions over the years in
various guises these include - member of
the public, layout operator, steward, car
park attendant, programme seller,
manning a demo stand and exhibiting my
layout last year.
Although I am no longer a member of the
club I still have meet many of you at
Shows, in Maidenhead town centre etc.
or at shows I have organised under
various guises. I am at the early stages of
planning another show for May 2012 in
Knowl Hill under yet another guise -
details will be published in the near future
I and look forward to seeing many of you
at that show. 
Again this year for your show I am happy
to offer my services for programme selling
and stewarding - yes even in the car park
if required!
All the very best for the future
Nigel Spate.

NEWS & EVENTS

Early August saw a visit to the clubroom
by the Missenden Railway Modellers. 

This is the second year that the week-long
“Summer School” course has run at
Missenden Abbey, and the second year
which they have visited us on the
Wednesday evening. The accounts I have
heard suggest that a good time was had 
by all, certainly the club visit is mentioned


